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     LINCOLN -- Honda officials said this month that the company will
expand its Alabama manufacturing facility again, planning a $40 million
project to enlarge its operations here.
     The project will add more than 41,000-square-feet to the facility and 20
new jobs. The company will add new high-pressure and low-pressure
aluminum die cast equipment and furnaces, low-pressure heat treatment
and additional sand mold capabilities. The expansion will allow Honda to
produce more engine components within the plant.
     Honda has expanded several
times since the company opened
its first assembly line in Alabama
in November of  2001. The
company has added an engine
plant, a second assembly line, and
has nearly completed a $70 million
expansion of its original engine
factory.
     The company plans to stagger the installation and implementation of
the new new engine making equipment, starting with the new high-
pressure operation in fall 2007. The low-pressure expansion is expected to
be running by mid-2008.
     Honda makes the Odyssey minivan and the Pilot sport utility vehicle
along with the V-6 engines that go in them. The $1.3 billion plant employs
4,500 people and can produce 300,000 vehicles and engines each year.
     “Our Alabama facility continues to play a strong role in Honda’s North
American engine and vehicle manufacturing operations,” said Takashi
Yamamoto, president of  the plant.

Metal Stamping Company
Brings Jobs to Chambers County

   CUSSETA -- Great Lakes Metal
Stamping Inc. has announced plans to
locate a manufacturing facility in the
Cussetta Industrial Park in Chambers
County. The company will produce
stamped metal components along with
welded and mechanically fastened sub-
assemblies for the rapidly growing
automotive industry in the South.
   The company will invest $3.5 million in
the project and employ more than 50
people when the plant is fully operational.
Construction has begun and is expected to
be completed in March of  2007.

Alabama Workforce Training
Program Named Best in Nation

      Alabama’s auto manufacturers have the state on the road to success
into the next decade, according to a leading industry forecaster.
     Mike Jackson, director of  North America Vehicle Forecasts at CSM
Worldwide Inc., predicted strong growth for all of  the companies that
have opened automotive plants in Alabama. He said by the year 2012,
Mercedes-Benz parent company Daimler Chrysler, Honda, Hyundai, and
Toyota will see significant growth in their share of  the nation’s auto sales.
     Jackson said the South accounted for 16 percent of  the nation’s auto
production in 1993. That number will be 26 percent by 2012, he said. He
said production in Alabama will climb by 111 percent by 2012 compared
to last year’s levels, accounting for one-quarter of  the auto assembly in the
South.

State on Road To Success in Auto Growth

   MONTGOMERY --  Expansion
Management magazine has ranked Alabama
Industrial Development Training (AIDT)
number one among workforce training
programs, the latest in a string of
accolades recognizing the state’s economic
development efforts.
   The magazine’s August issue ranked
AIDT number one based on a national
poll of  site selection consultants. The
agency has consistently ranked in the
magazine’s top 10 and previously scored
first place in 2004.
     “Alabama has become a national leader
in many areas, especially when it comes to
our economy,” said Gov. Bob Riley.
     “This award is further proof  of  the
successes we’re having and the strides
we’ve made,” he continued. A high quality
work force is our state’s number one
selling point when it comes to recruiting
companies. Being consistently ranked at
the top in workforce training is
tremendously helpful to our economic
development efforts.”


