


IN THE NEWS

CUSSETA ACHIEVES CLASS 5 FIRE PROTECTION RATING

CUSSETA 6 The Insurance Services
Office (ISO) has reported to the
Cusseta Volunteer Fire Department the
results of its November 2006
inspection and has awarded them a
Class 5 fire rating according to Cusseta
Fire Chief Kelly Meacham.

1I1S0 is the leading supplier of
statistical, underwriting and actuarial
information for the property/casualty
insurance industry,T said Meacham.
iMost insurers use the public
protection classification system for
underwriting and calculating premiums
for residential, commercial and
industrial properties. ISO will advise its
subscribing insurers of this
classification change within 30 days
and assign an effective date of April 1,
2007.

This date allows insurers the necessary

lead time to incorporate the public
protection classification change into
their policy rating systems.

11S0O objectively reviews the fire
suppression capabilities of a
community and assigns a Public
Protection Classification number from
1 to 10. Class 1 represents exemplary
fire protection and Class 10 indicates
that the areais fire suppression
program does not meet minimum
recognition criteria,T said Meacham.

Meacham says that homes in Cusseta
within five miles of either Cusseta Fire
Station and within 100 feet of a fire
hydrant are eligible for the lower Class
5 rate.

When notified by Chief Meacham of the
change in rate, IDA Executive Director
Valerie Gray immediately notified Great

Lakes Metal Stamping owner Keith
Hettig and several industrial clients
that are looking at the Cusseta
Industrial Park. 1To be able to work
with a Fire Department such as
Cusseta has been a blessing to the
IDAT stated Gray.

iThese guys continuously work hard to
improve the safety in the area and
strive to help the Cusseta Industrial
Park become competitive and
attractive to all of our existing and
potential clients. | cannot say thank you
enough!T The rate change will allow the
IDA to market more effectively to
distribution centers and automotive
suppliers who require excellent fire

protection.

CHAMBERS COUNTY DELEGATION RETURNS TO KOREA

A small local delegation from Chambers County traveled in late November to Seoul, Korea. Chambers County Commission
Chairman Charles Hardage and Senator Gerald Dial joined IDA Executive Director Valerie Gray, on an aggressive business
recruitment trip in which they visited 6 different cities in 6 days. The trip was in conjunction with the State of Alabamais

Korean Business Seminar, an event that was a direct follow-up to the
Stateis Business Mission in July. A limited number of participants were
invited to attend. A total of 18 Kia suppliers from South Korea
attended the seminar and also met individually with communities and

counties from the east Alabama area.

The Chambers County delegation traveled extensively within South
Korea on the first 3 days of the trip to call on specifically targeted
companies. Commissioner Hardage made several late night phone
calls from the U.S. to set up appointments with 4 companies based on
Director Grayis research. The 4 companies were called on by Dial, N
Gray, Hardage and a translator, who was retained by the IDA and RACO
Alabama LLC. All calls to the companies have directly resulted in

scheduling visits to Chambers County in January and February 2007.

From left to right: Moon, Sang-Chul, Hardage, Dr. Seo Byung Chul, and Dial

According to Senator Gerald Dial, iThe trip to Korea was extremely important for Chambers County. Valerie and Charles did a
great job of presenting the Chambers County story and as such, several have agreed to visit our area. | believe we will be
announcing something exciting very soon. This trip had significant marketing value for the area.t

Commission Chairman Hardage echoed the Senatoris statement. iWithout our visit, these companies had no plans to visit our
area. They have to see Chambers County before we can get a commitment from them to invest in our area. All in all, it was a

very productive trip.T

Sponsors for the seminar in Korea included Gov. Riley, ADO, the Alabama State Port Authority, Alabama Electric Cooperative, Alabama Gas Corp., Alabama
Power Co., AAA Cooper Transportation, the City of Auburn, Chambers County IDA, Dunn Building Co., LLC, the Eufaula-Barbour County Chamber of Commerce,
Goodwyn Mills & Cawood, Lake Martin Area Economic Development Association/Coosa & Tallapoosa Counties, Major & Co., Marshall Design-Build, the
Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce, the City of Opelika, Panalpina, the Phenix City Chamber of Commerce/Russell County, RACO General Contractor,

Randolph County, Regions Bank, Rodl Warren Averett LLC, and Southeast Alabama Gas District.
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GREAT LAKES METAL STAMPING
CONSTRUCTION ON SCHEDULE

Work is steadily progressing on Great Lakes Metal Stampingis facility in the
Cusseta Industrial Park. RACO Alabama LLC, is the construction management
firm for the project. Several local contractors have already been utilized to

perform work on the facility, with Mid-
South Industrial Construction receiving
the bid for concrete, Gray Professional
Surveying receiving the notice to proceed
on construction staking, Harmon
Engineering & Contracting for civil
engineering & design and Hydro Fire LLC
receiving the fire protection design &
installation for the facility. Everything is
on schedule for equipment delivery in late
March with full completion set in May.

Aerial of Great Lakes Site taken in December 2006

The recent reduction is ISO ratings in the Cusseta area was welcomed news to
owner Keith Hettig, who has been down on site just about every other week since
the August announcement. The Hettigis have already made significant
investments by locally purchasing several vehicles, a home and itis furnishings
and have steadily become a vital member of our business community in

Chambers County!

This facility will represent an initial capital investment of $3.925 million, with
employment expected to exceed 50 associates when fully operational.

2006 New and Expanding Industries in Chambers County

SIC

Company Code

City
Great Lakes
Metal
Stamping

Cusseta 3469

Product

Announced
Jobs

Capital
Investment

Stamped
metal
components

50 $3,925,000

Brake

Mando Lanett 3714

Systems

30 $2,000,000

Business

CPSI Lanett 7389

Office

30 $ 500,000

IDA UPDATES

The IDA was saddened to learn that
one of itis Board members, Mr.
Posey Lewis, passed away in
December. A valuable board
member to the IDA, Mr. Posey served
for almost 11 years, and was
appointed by the late Commissioner
Ross Dunn and just recently
reappointed by Commissioner Rosa
Dunn.

The IDA Board and Staff send our
deepest sympathies to Mrs. Lewis
and the entire Lewis family during
this difficult time. Mr. Posey will
certainly be missed.

The IDA Board of Directoris
welcomes our two newest appointed
members, Mr. Hennon King, Sr,
Commission District 2 and Mr.
Robert L. Johnson, City of Lanett.

The IDA welcomes a new member to

its team. Carrie Yeats joined the staff
on January 2, 2007 as the Assistant

Director. Please join us in welcoming

her in this exciting time!

Current IDA Board Members

Bobby Jones, President
Cary Baldwin, Vice-President
Kaye Maxwell, Secretary
Jim Weldon, Treasurer

Total New and Expanding

Total Announced Jobs:

Outsourcing

Total Capital Investment:
110

Tim Blanks Hennon King, Sr.
Grady Harmon Kevin Pigg
Allen Hendrix Richie Terry

Robert L. Johnson

James Williams

Companies: 3

Sportsplex have had much experience in
the development of The Villages, the
largest single site development in the
United States, located in central Florida.

The Villages fully embraces the concept
of quality lifestyle, and thatis what the
Greater Valley Area Development Group
has in mind with a development that will
begin in January in the area around
Valley Sportsplex. The estimated 2,000
people who will be living there will be a

$6,425,000

short walk, or golf cart ride, away from
recreation, shopping at a new shopping
center or taking in continuing education
courses at the nearby Valley campus of
Southern Union State Community
College.

In his presentation on Monday, GVADG
representative Walter Shealy said that
Kia coming to West Point gives the entire
surrounding area a chance at
revitalization. 1This whole area has
opportunity, and we need to figure out

how to develop it all,T he said.

The key, he said, is to have something
developed before Kia starts to hire its
2,500+ work force in 2008. Full
production is expected to start in the
spring of 2009. Kia suppliers will be
doing their hiring at the same time.

The planned lifestyles center at Exit 77,
and other local developments, will give
people a chance to work, live and shop

all in one local area.
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Did you know?

Chambers Countyis 2006 YTD
average unemployment rate is
5.05%.

During the 2006 Shop At Home Gift
Wrap Program, the Chamber
wrapped approximately 1,070 gifts.
40% of Chambers County employees
reside outside of the county.

The Agriscience Program at the
Career Technical Center combines
aquaculture, hydroponics,
environmental science and
traditional soil science to offer
students a comprehensive
aquaponics program. There are only
a handful of programs across the
state offering this type of curriculum
and the design of the CTCis facilities
is the only one of its type in
operation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.CHAMBERSCOIDA.COM

IDA of Chambers County
2102 South Broad Avenue
P.O. Box 269

Lanett, AL 36863

Location,
J.'abo_r, _ ‘&
Lifestyle ...

Chambers County,
Alabama

Industry Distribution for Chambers County

by percent of total employees in each industry group, 4th Quarter 2005

Professional Scientific &
Technical Services
1%

Utilities
Wholesale Trade
%

%

Finance & Insurance

% Real Estate & Rental & Leasing
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, & Information %
Hunting A

Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation
10/0 0,

0%

Other Services (except P ublic

Admin.)

2% Construction

3%

Transportation & Warehousing

3% M anufacturing

35%
P ublic Administration
5%
Admin., Support, Waste M gmt.,
Remediation
5% Retail Trade
2%

Accommodation & Food
Services
% Health Care & Social Assistance
Education Services 1%

7%

The mission of the Industrial Development Authority of Chambers County is to actively recruit and retain quality jobs and provide leadership,
which fosters a climate that encourages economic and community development in all of Chambers County.

For more information:
Valerie G. Gray, Editor * IDA of Chambers County * (334) 642-1413 * vgray@knology.net




